INTRODUCTION
Although the advent of oral contraceptives and modern intra-uterine devices has practically revolutionized fertility control, the conventional contraceptive preparations retain their popularity and continue to be used in many parts of the world. It is therefore important that they should be adequately tested for general acceptability and freedom from local irritation on the vagina before being marketed. It is, however, becoming increasingly difficult to find sufficient volunteers for human trials, and animal screening is the only practical way of establishing the local harmlessness of new products.
Several animal species and sites, such as the rabbit's eye and the vagina of the bitch, rabbit and monkey (Carleton & Florey, 1931; Baker, 1935 Baker, , 1938 Holzaepfel, Warner, Buxton & Howard, 1958) Table 2 .
The volumes of the tested jellies and creams (1-0 ml in rabbits; 1-5 ml in monkeys; Table 1 ) were chosen so as to combine maximal content of active ingredients-between five and fifteen times the human dose on a bodyweight (Eckstein, 1959 Fig. 1 . Control: score 2 to 3 (no irritation). Fig. 2 . 64/1: score 4 to 6 (no irritation). Some stronfiai oedema. Fig. 3 . 64/1 : score 6 to 8 (slightly suspicious). Sub-epithelial leucocytic infiltration. Fig. 4 . 64/1 : score 7 to 9 (suspicious). Leucocytic infiltration of whole mucosa; oedema and marked vascular congestion. 
